[Cardiac electrophysiological effect and clinical use of adenosine].
A review is provided of the present state of knowledge relating to the cardiac electrophysiological effects of adenosine at ion channel and clinical levels. It is emphasized that intravenous adenosine is highly effective in terminating sinus node, atrioventricular (AV) nodal and AV-reciprocating reentrant tachycardias. In the course of an account of the antiarrhythmic indications of adenosine therapy, the main aspects of the diagnostic use of the nucleoside are briefly discussed. It is pointed out that adenosine treatment may possibly be accompanied by the occurrence of atrial and ventricular proarrhythmias, for at pharmacological dose of 6-12 mg this endogenous cardioprotective and antiarrhythmic agent is not devoid of side-effects.